This small volume packs in a considerable amount of information about respiratory diseases and can be of value to both medical students and postgraduate students. Its brevity is sometimes overdone and some chapters are too terse; for example, the chapter dealing with fibrosing alveolitis is largely composed of lists and could profitably be expanded. The subject is covered in a comprehensive manner and benefits from Dr Mitchell's supervision both as an editor and as a mentor to most of the contributors. This book is a good synopsis and can be recommended.
TIM CLARK
Oral Care ofthe Aging and Dying Patient edited by Austin H Kutscher DDS and Ivan K Goldberg MD ppxxiii+209 $12.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1973 This a volume in the American Lectures in Dentistry series, which 'is charged with a striving ardor of dental wisdom, prepared de rigueur by the highly qualified oral Wissenschaftler. New insights and Entscheidungsproblem are discussed by distinguished dental colleagues'. Well, there is no doubt of the sincerity or qualifications of the 43 authors who have contributed 37 chapters in a book of under 200 pages. The result is inevitably superficial, though interesting. It emphasizes the frequent neglect of dental care in dying patients (of all ages) and shows that there is much of academic as well as humane interest in this work.
The first section ofthe book is titled 'Geriatrics', and includes descriptions of structural, functional, and psychological changes, as they relate to the oral cavity in old age. It is perhaps unfortunate that the first chapter is titled 'With the Dentist at the Gates'; there is a tendency throughout the book to lump together ageing and dying in a way which might worry more than a few British geriatricians.
What will appeal are the good, if brief, chapters on the general management of the dying; and the plea for multidisciplinary teamwork, planned programming of treatment, and good communication between team and patients. The chapters on drugs, however, make no reference to the particular problems of drug administration in the elderly.
In short, a worthy, readable book, which demonstrates the growing interest in an important therapeutic sphere. D This book sets out to integrate the problems common to the various specialties of orthodontics, oral surgery, prosthodontics, plastic surgery, otolaryngology, pwdiatrics, speech pathology and psychology with emphasis on the first three specialties. The problems of diagnosis and treatment of dentofacial abnormalities are presented and discussed by the authors as common problems, each specialty dealing with the relevant stages to achieve a better final result.
The evolution of each procedure and technique is described in detail and the illustrations, photographs and drawings are clear and well presented. The multiplicity of specific technical procedures is regarded as a source of supply in dealing with the problems of individual patients and no panacea is offered.
On page 203 the general principles underlying treatment are worth reproducing: (1) In trying to diagnose the focus of the deformities standards are not yet available; thus each diagnosis maintains its own individuality. (2) The surgical procedures are particular to the individuality of the case and the procedure should be modified to the patient rather than the patient fitting the procedure.
The prosthodontic section of this book emphasizes-the need for close cooperation between the three disciplines of orthodontist, oral surgeon and prosthodontist.
Several specialties have proliferated in recent years with consequent loss of coordination when dealing with patients. The value of this book lies not so much in its originality but more in
